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At Kingslea Primary School, we recognise that all children are individuals and come into school with their own 
range of knowledge and experiences. Our aim in the Foundation Stage is to build on these skills to allow the 
children to develop in their different ways, while satisfying all their needs and setting down the foundations 
for all lifelong learning. 
 
We believe that: 
 

 Well-being and involvement are central to learning. 

 Parents/carers are children’s first and most important educators.  

 Children learn best through play and interaction. 

 Learning works best when the world is understood from the child’s point of view. 
 
 
1. AIMS AND PRINCIPLES 
 
By the end of their reception year, we aim:  
 

 To give each child a happy, positive and fun start to their school life in which they can establish solid 
foundations on which to expand and foster a deep love of learning;  

 To offer each child a wide range of new and exciting experiences and give them the opportunity to 
consolidate, explore and test them out along with their own, individual experiences;  

 To enable each child, through encouragement and high expectations, to develop, to the full, socially, 
physically, intellectually and emotionally.  

 To offer a structure for learning that has a range of starting points and unlimited opportunity for 
development; 

 To encourage children to develop independence within a loving, secure and friendly atmosphere;  

 To support children in building relationships through the development of social skills such as 
cooperation and sharing;  

 To help each child to recognise their own strengths and achievements through experiencing success 
and developing the confidence to work towards personal goals. 

 
Principles 
 
Our Foundation Stage is underlined by the guiding principles from the Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage 2014 ‘Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage’: 

 A Unique Child - every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident 
and self-assured. 

 Positive Relationships - children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure 
relationships with parents and /or a key person. 

 Enabling Environments - the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s 
development and learning. 

 Learning and Development - children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all 
areas of Leaning and Development are equally important.  

                                                                      
Working in Partnership  

 
Parents and carers are children’s first and most enduring educators. Research shows that settings that work 
closely with its parents and carers have a positive impact on the child’s development and learning. 
Therefore, at Kingslea we aim to: 

 Show respect and understanding for the role of the parent in their child’s education. 

 Recognise the past and future parts played by parents in the education of their children. 
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 Liaise closely with parents before the child enters the foundation base and continue this liaison 
throughout their time in the foundation base, including the summer picnic, home visits, informal day-to-
day ‘chats’, termly formal meetings about a child’s progress, parent workshops, Tapestry and weekly stay 
and play sessions. 

 Involve parents closely in settling their children into school providing flexible arrangements to meet 
individual needs, including the Induction meeting in July. 

 Make parents feel welcomed, valued, and involved through a range of different opportunities for 
collaboration between parents and staff. This will include parental contributions to children’s on-going 
records, in the form of uploading observations to Tapestry. 

 Use the knowledge and expertise of parents and other family members to support the learning 
opportunities provided by the setting. 

 Provide information in the home language of the parents, where possible. 

 Keep parents informed of activities taking place during the week and suggest and encourage ways in which 
they can be supported at home, including the parent  meeting in September 

 

 

2. TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 
Curriculum 
 
The children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum – ‘Development Matters in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage’. The curriculum is broken down into prime areas of learning and specific areas of learning. 
 
Prime areas 

 Communication and Language –  Listening, Attention and Understanding: Listen attentively and respond 
to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions and small group interactions; Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their understanding; Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their teacher and peers. 

 Communication and Language — Speaking: Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, 
offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; Offer explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate; Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher. 

 Physical Development — Gross Motor Skills: Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others; Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; Move 
energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

 Physical Development — Fine Motor Skills: Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 
writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery; Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development — Self-Regulation: Show an understanding of their 
own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly; Set and work 
towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses 
when appropriate; Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even 
when engaged in an activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions. 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development — Managing Self: Be confident to try new activities 
and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge; Explain the reasons 
for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly; Manage their own basic hygiene 
and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of 
healthy food choices. 
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 Personal, Social and Emotional Development — Building Relationships: Work and play 
cooperatively and take turns with others; Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with 
peers; Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

 
Specific areas  

 Literacy — Comprehension: Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling 
stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; Anticipate – 
where appropriate – key events in stories; Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary 
during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

 Literacy — Word Reading: Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; Read 
words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; Read aloud simple sentences and 
books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

 Literacy — Writing: Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; Spell words by 
identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; Write simple 
phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 Mathematics — Number: Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition 
of each number; Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; Automatically recall 
(without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction 
facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

 Mathematics — Numerical Patterns: Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the 
counting system; Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity 
is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity; Explore and represent patterns within 
numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed 
equally. 

 Understanding the World — Past and Present: Talk about the lives of the people around them and 
their roles in society; Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 Understanding the World — People, Culture and Communities: Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; Explain some similarities 
and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

 Understanding the World — The Natural World: Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class; Understand some important processes and changes in 
the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

 Expressive Arts and Design — Creating with Materials: Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; Make use of props and materials when 
role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

 Expressive Arts and Design — Being Imaginative and Expressive: Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and 
songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to 
move in time with music. 

 
 
In addition to the 7 prime and specific areas of learning are the Characteristics of effective learning.  
These are: 

 Playing and Exploring – Engagement. 

Finding out and exploring, playing with what they know and being willing to ‘have a go’ 
 Active Learning – Motivation 
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Being involved and concentrating, keeping trying and enjoying achieving what they set out to 
do 

 Creating and Thinking Critically – thinking 

Having their own ideas, making links and choosing ways to do things 
 
Play 
 
Learning through play is an important part of our Early Years classrooms. We believe children learn best from 
activities and experiences that interest and inspire them and use children’s interests, alongside our chosen 
theme, to provide children with stimulating, active play experiences in which they can explore and develop 
their learning to help them make sense of the world. They have opportunities through their play to think 
creatively and critically alongside other children as well as on their own. 
 
They are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and experience at their own level and 
pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their own interests and inspire those around them. The 
children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate and ask questions. We believe it is 
important that adults take an active role in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating and 
extending their play. Getting the balance right between child-initiated play, which is controlled, and adult led 
activities is very important to us. 
 
Teaching 
 
We include direct, carefully planned, adult led experiences for children in the form of structured adult led 
teaching and adult led group activities. These are particularly important in helping children to learn specific 
skills and knowledge and it is often through children’s play that we see how much of this learning children 
have understood and taken on. 
 
Each day we follow a timetable with set routines in place. Visual timetables are used to prepare children for 
the school day ahead and ensure that they feel secure and settled in what is being done. We set aside times 
each day when the children come together to be taught in the more traditional sense, gathered together on 
the carpet as a class. In these slots we focus on our phonics, maths, literacy, topic work and stories. These 
sessions help to develop vital habits of learning: learning as a group, listening to the teacher, taking turns to 
answer, sitting still etc.  
 
Reading and stories play an important part of the day. We want to make sure our children have a love of books 
and will leave the EYFS with a bank of stories they know well, both traditional and modern classics. We make 
sure there is always time for a whole class story within the day but also that there are many opportunities to 
enjoy books at other times. Every child is encouraged to read every night and swap their book each day. 
Children have guided reading sessions across the week, with many also having an opportunity to read 
individually to adults across the base.  
 
Planning 

 
We believe many children need to be given a starting point to learn new things and find topics are a great way 
to fire the imagination.  Our topics are flexible to ensure we also follow the children’s interests, school themes 
and local or national events. Long-term planning is based on 3 main topics, which include a range of activities 
across the full curriculum. 
 
Medium term planning is based on Early Years Foundation Curriculum and Development Matters. It includes 
planning for differentiated activities that can be accessed at differing stages of development.   
 
Staff plan in more detail on a weekly basis using daily notes, observations and interactions with children to 
inform where the learning journey should move to. Weekly plans are available for parents in the classroom 
and are summarised in the weekly ‘This Week, Next week’ newsletter.  
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Adults meet weekly as a team when possible to discuss planning, interventions and general Early Years 
matters. 
 
 
Teaching strategies 
 
We ensure there is a balance of adult led and child initiated activities across the day. Although much of the 
time is spent with children self-selecting tasks, the interaction between the adult and child is essential as the 
adult’s response to children builds understanding and therefore guides new learning. The adult’s role is to 
continually model, demonstrate and question what the child is doing. 
 
In some cases the adult will ask a child to come and complete a task or game with them; at other times they 
will participate in a child’s game, extending it where possible. By the summer term in Reception, the children 
will experience many more adult directed tasks as they prepare for their transition to year 1. 
 
3. ORGANISATION AND RESOURCES 
 
Classroom Organisation  
 
Each class in Reception has a full time teacher and teaching assistant. Further teaching assistants provide 
additional support to pupils with additional needs (EHCPs). There are two large classrooms, which alternate 
from open plan to closed access with the use of a by-fold door, and a shared outdoor environment which 
pupils have free access to. We encourage children to work across both classrooms as an Early Years unit, 
hence our 7 areas of learning are set up across the classrooms and our outdoor area.  
 
Where children are not engaged in whole class or small group focused teaching, they have access to ongoing 
provision where investigation time underpins their child-initiated learning.  
 
The daily timetable includes a range of whole class, small group, individual and child initiated activities. Our 
aim is that children are involved in a balance of adult directed, adult initiated and child-initiated activities.  
 
Resources 
 
Resources are stored in such a way as to make them accessible to children and labelled in a child-friendly way 
to aid independent choice and tidying away. 
 
It is recognised that resources in the Foundation Stage are subject to continuous use and so an annual audit of 
equipment takes place to inform ordering for the following year. A budget bid identifies the areas of financial 
need to ensure good quality equipment is available. In addition, throughout the year funding will be made 
available for incidental spending on consumables such as cooking ingredients, dough, topic materials. 
 
4. ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment is an essential part of the learning and development of children in the EYFS. It involves 
practitioners observing children to understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles, and to 
then shape learning experiences for each child reflecting those observations. 

 
The Foundation Stage team liaise with each child’s family and pre-school setting to establish individual needs 
and development before entering Kingslea.  

 
Baseline 
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During the first half term, teachers complete the Government Baseline assessment.  Further assessments are 
completed through the school’s own on entry assessment with pupils through using observations as well as 
home visit and nursery visit information to ascertain clear starting points in the specific areas of reading, 
phonics, writing and maths, in order for focused planning to reflect the varying levels of ability across the 
cohort.  
 
Ongoing 
Day-to-day observations are recorded as a combination of adult notes, photographs, reading records, parental 
contributions and planned activities and assessments. Adult notes and photographs are usually recorded on 
Tapestry using an iPad. Team members inform each other of observations on a formal and informal basis. 
Professional judgements inform part of the assessment process. 
 
End of Year 
 
At the end of the year, all pupils are assessed against Early Learning Goal criteria in the Specific and Prime 
areas of Learning. Children will be judged as emerging, expected or exceeding against the Early Learning Goal 
statement. Children who achieve the Early Learning Goals in all specific areas and the prime areas of Literacy 
and Maths will have reached a Good Level of Development by the end of reception, indicating that they are 
ready to move on to the National Curriculum as well prepared pupils. Any pupils not yet reaching a Good Level 
of Development will have teaching in Y1 that supports their learning, builds on where they finished in 
Reception and ensures that they make good rates of progress from their on entry level.  
 
Monitoring and Evaluation  
  
Teachers take part in on-going moderation throughout the year. This occurs at varying levels; across the year 
group, within the school and where possible, county moderation exercises to maintain a reliable standard 
against annual national criteria. 
 
5. MARKING AND FEEDBACK  
 
In Reception, feedback and marking is always immediate and carried out with the child. For most of the 
Foundation stage, feedback will firstly be verbal and then in some instances the work will also be marked by 
the teacher or teaching assistant with a comment or symbol e.g. a smiley face. As soon as appropriate, staff 
will adopt the whole school approach to marking using pink and blue pens, with children encouraged to 
identify their own areas of strength and development.  
 
‘Purple Pen Marking’:  
In Reception adults will use purple pen to represent children’s voice, and later in the year editing of work 
completed by the child. 
 
Tickled Pink’ and ‘Better Blue’ Marking should be neat, legible and in the agreed colours. Tickled pink and 

better blue are used to underline areas of success and identify next steps – this is not to be used to highlight 

over large chunks of pupils’ work.  

 

Marking Codes and Procedures used  
 

 Correct answer 

. Incorrect answer (rather than a cross)  

 Try again (in the box) 

c-a-t Remember to sound out carefully 

 Remember finger spaces 
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A Remember capital letter 

. Remember full stop 

 

 

 

‘A star’ indicates a positive comment/how well the Success Criteria 
have been met 

‘A wish’ indicates a targeted area for  development/next 
steps/follow up work 

 
         S               completed with support               I  completed independently 

 
6. INCLUSION 
 
SEN 
 
Children with additional needs are provided with individual and group support as necessary. Children may be 
identified as presenting with Special Educational Needs through assessment and observation using the Early 
Years Foundation Curriculum. After consultation with the Inclusion Manager, the parents and carers will be 
informed and the child will be put on the Special Needs Register. Personal Learning Plans are created for these 
pupils to support their development and ensure that they are helped to meet their potential.  
 
Additional information is provided in the Special Educational Needs Policy. 
 
English as an Additional Language 
 
We seek to ensure that children remain at ease with their own cultural background and encourage respect and 
understanding of different cultures and customs. Children have access to multi-cultural storybooks, small 
world resources and a range of artefacts. Festivals, art, stories, food and music from differing cultures will be 
introduced through class topics. In addition, the culture of individual children in each cohort will be shared and 
celebrated within the flexible curriculum. 
EAL children are given access to additional support to help them develop communication skills and vocabulary, 
when necessary. 
 
Older children in the school sometimes act as ‘Young Interpreters’ to support understanding and language 
skills for pupils in the EYFS. 
 
More able pupils 
 
Once children have had the opportunity to settle into their class, assessment and observation will enable the 
identification of more able children. Provision for more able children is made through planning for: 

 Extended range of tasks 

 More challenging problem solving activities 

 More independent working 

 Open-ended questioning 

 Open-ended activities 
 
No ‘ceiling’ is placed on children’s investigation, participation or responses.  
 
7. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when 
they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. We follow the safeguarding and welfare 
requirements detailed in the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Guidance (2014)  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/299391/DFE- 
00337-2014.pdf. We also work in accordance with the school Safeguarding Policy.  
 
At all times, adults aim to provide a safe working environment for all children and to draw the children’s 
attention to the importance of safety considerations in all their own activities. When playing in the outdoor 
environment, pupils are always supervised. Action games/play is restricted to the safety surface around the 
climbing house to reduce the possibility of accidents occurring.  
 
Parents are expected to stay with their children until the school day begins. Children are returned directly to a 
parent/carer or known person at the end of the day. Any other situation is made with prior arrangement. 
 
We encourage all children to start school without nappies but will support any children struggling with this. 
We acknowledge that young children often have toileting accidents and ask that parents send children to 
school with spare clothes for changing should this ever be needed.  Children are changed in the open area 
outside the toilets where possible, however if heavy soiling has occurred, to protect a child’s modesty, some 
changing may take place within the toilet cubicle itself.  
 
All large climbing equipment is checked by our site officer and fire alarm drills are held regularly in line with 
whole school policy. There is an annual external check of equipment. 
 
Parents/carers and family members are encouraged to come and help wherever possible. All helpers have a 
completed DBS check or are supervised by a member of staff. 
 
Additional information is provided in the Reception risk assessment.   

 
The school has separate policies for medicine in school and off-site visits which should be referred to. 
 
 

 


