
 

Dear Parents/Carers,    

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2025. Yes 2025!   

It’s not just adults who think time flashes by, but it seems Year 2 children do as well. The other 
day I overheard two Year 2 children talking outside my office by the House Point collection table. 
They were talking about why some of our House Points tokens are smaller than others. One of 
the Year 2 children answered ‘It’s because the small ones are from the olden days’. I asked him 
when the ‘olden days’ were, quick as a flash he replied ‘When we were in Reception!’ Made me 
laugh. 
 

Reflecting back on last term I’d just like to thank you, as a parent group for the support you give 
to the children and our teachers, for your common sense and pragmatism and the work you do at 
home, both academic and social, that contributes to the overall success of our children. Schools 
don’t work in isolation from society. The way you instil values such as perseverance, creativity, 
collaboration and respect means that we can focus the majority of our time on learning, rather 
than basic expectations such as appropriate behaviour, toileting and manners. 
 

For the last few years the education landscape in England has been going through significant 
unplanned changes that no government has yet got to grips with, for example the lack of a 
workable plan to support children with special education needs. As a school I believe we are 
navigating these changes very well and relatively successfully. That is down to your support, our 
long-term future thinking, staff stability, realistic expectations of what a schools role is, the 
quality of teaching and learning and the exceptional teamwork from our teaching staff. Having 
worked in six schools, I am in awe of the quality of work our children produce, for example 
achieving the highest maths results in West Sussex last year and the range of learning that goes 
on in classrooms. In the last few weeks Year 6 have been knitting, Y5 have met Bruce, our visitor 
from Australia, Year 4 are starting to learn the ukulele, Year 3 have been introduced to 
chromebooks, Year 2 have welcomed (and returned home) a wide range of Australian animals, 
Year 1 have had a visit from the Rainbow Theatre, and Reception have been travelling on 
numerous forms of transport including surfboards and boats. It is a genuine pleasure walking into 
classrooms and seeing that the opportunities the children get,  thanks to the time and thought 
put in by the teachers. 
 

We’ve had a couple of whole school assemblies already this term. On our first day back we 
looked at New Year celebrations around the world and spoke about the hopes and dreams that 
the class teachers have for their classes. Hopes and dreams such as building resilience, 
developing greater independence, using the Core 4 on the playground, perseverance, developing 
friendships across the whole class and taking a risk when faced with a challenge. At the end of 
the term we will be reflecting on whether we have achieved our teachers hope and dreams! 
 

We often end assembly with a music video. So far we’ve had Billy Ocean ‘When the Going Gets 
Tough’ and Panic! at the Disco ‘High Hopes’ which was suggested by Marcie and Shrestha in Year 
6 as they felt it had a meaningful message.     

Yours sincerely,   Alexis Conway and the Kingslea Team 
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 House Captains 

Congratulations to our new House Captains who were 
elected this week by their peer group. For Dragons we 
have Rowan and Eva, for Unicorns we have Liam  and 
Jack , for Phoenix we have Antonella and Juliette and for 
Griffins,  Jess and Chloe have been elected. They will be 
helping at events, representing the school and being role 
models for their houses. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Introduction to our New Governors 
 
Annabel Morgan - As a former pupil and current Reception parent I am a keen supporter of    
Kingslea and its core values.  I am a Chartered Accountant and a Chartered Tax Advisor and I am 
delighted to be given this opportunity to use my skills and experience to contribute to the school 
community.  I am lucky to work for a large employer who is giving me the time I will need to devote 
to the role.  I look forward to getting to know the school better as this will help me give meaningful 
advice to the Governing Body.  Although my family are quite new to Kingslea, we love joining in 
KLASS events and really appreciate how welcoming the community has been. 
 
Ross Higginson (Associate Governor)—I am a qualified primary school teacher and have worked in 
both state and independent schools over the last 10 years in London and West Sussex, and have 
experience in leading on assessment, curriculum and across a number of subjects. Prior to that, I 
had a corporate background working in professional services in the UK and the Caribbean advising 
companies. I have lived in Horsham since 2021 and my twins are currently in Year 1 at Kingslea. 



Autumn Term 2024 

First Day Wednesday 4th September 2024 Last Day Friday 20th December 2024 

Half Term Monday 28th October-Friday 1st    
November 

INSET Days Monday 2nd & Tuesday 3rd September 
Friday 25th October 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the School Office 

REPORTING ABSENCES 

 One of our main responsibilities in the Office, is to account for the whearabouts of all the children 

during the school day.  This fulfils our statutory safeguarding responsibilities. 

 We have a number of ways that you can inform us of an absence—the absence reporting tool on 

ParentMail, a voicemail facility on our phone, email or by popping in to the 

Office. 

 If you report an absence to your class teacher when you are here dropping 

another child, please also report it to us in the Office.  The start of the day is 

extremely busy in the classroom and a message given to a teacher is 

unlikely to get passed.  

 If a child is absent from school and we have not been notified, we will ring 

you or the other people we hold on our system as contacts for your child, to find out the reason for 

their absence. 

Sports Update 
 

The first term  of the year saw Kingslea take part in 6 competitions and 4 
festivals.  
 

The festivals saw us travel to both Millais and Collyer's to take part in 
hockey, badminton, boccia and girls basketball.  These events were 
attended by over 55 Kingslea students who have taken away new skills 
such as teamwork, perseverance, respect and the ability to lose without 
having a melt-down! 
 

A particular highlight from the Hockey Festival was being awarded the 
'Spirit of the Game’ award by the Sports Leaders who felt that, of all the 
schools attending, Kingslea students showed the most spirit in learning 
new skills as well as being impeccably behaved throughout the 
afternoon.  Excellent behaviour and particularly respect for other teams 
and the organisers, something that is mentioned again and again about 
Kingslea pupils, not just at sporting events but on school trips as well. 
 

The Autumn term competitions were held at Tanbridge School, on their 
3G pitch and The Bridge Leisure Centre where we took part in a hockey 
league, a netball league and numerous football league fixtures.  More 
than 60 students represented Kingslea teams in these competitions in 
the autumn term, doing themselves proud and representing the school 
and its values throughout these events.  
 

The highlights from the Autumn Term competitions came in the hockey league and the girls football 
league where we finished in third place out of nine & twelve schools respectively.  
 

Finally, a mention to the Year 5&6 netball team who completed Phase 1 of the netball league finishing in 
second place to qualify for the Phase 2 Upper Division played in the Spring term.  
 

A fantastic first term of sport here at Kingslea and plenty more to come in the Spring Term, we have 
entered in excess of 15 competitions, including dodgeball, indoor athletics and table tennis as well as 
numerous festivals with a chance for students to gain some new skills and represent the school.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRING TERM 
Friday 17th January 4.00pm Y5&6 Table Tennis @ Forest 

Wednesday 22nd January Young Voices @ O2                          2.00pm Media Masterclass @ Forest (selected children) 

Friday 24th January 10.00am Y3&4 Netball Festival                               4.00pm Y5&6 Dodgeball @ The Bridge 

Thursday 30th January 10.00am Y6 Indoor Athletics @ Forest 

Friday 31st January  9.10am Parent Workshop & Class Visit    4.00pm Y4-6 Table Tennis Skills Festival @ Forest 

Monday 3rd February Y6 Bikeability (all week)                                         am Y3 Big Schools Birdwatch 

Tuesday 4th February Y4 Viking & Anglo Saxon Workshop                    pm Y5&6 Cross Country @ Christ’s Hospital 

Thursday 6th February 1.00pm Y2 Geography Walk 

Friday 7th February 3.30pm-6.30pm School Discos                              4.00pm Y3&4 Dodgeball @ The Bridge 

Monday 10th February 3.40pm-7.00pm Parents’ Evening & Book Fair 

Wednesday 12th February 3.40pm-7.00pm Parents’ Evening & Book Fair 

HALF TERM—MONDAY 17TH-FRIDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2025 

Holiday Club—Tuesday 18th & Wednesday 19th February 

Tuesday 25th February  Class 3C First Swimming Lesson @ Pavilions 

Thursday 27th February Y3 Horsham Park Trip                                 10.00am Y4&5 Ultimate Frisbee Festival @ Millais 

Friday 28th February  Y2 Arundel Wetlands Trip                           4.00pm Y6 Cup Football @ Tanbridge 

Monday 3rd March 
Dance Festival Rehearsal (Time TBC )       12.30pm Y3&4 Football Festival @ Heron Way 

6.00pm Dance Festival @ The Hawth 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day                                             9.15am Governors Resources Committee 

Friday 7th March 4.00pm Y5&6 Girls Cup Football @ Tanbridge 

Thursday 13th March 6.00pm Drama Club Performance 

Friday 14th March 4.00pm Y5 Cup Football @ Tanbridge 

Monday 17th March Last Week of Clubs                                           12.30pm Y5&6 Football Festival @ Heron Way 

Wednesday 19th March 
10.00am Y4 Indoor Athletics @ The Bridge   

2.00pm Computing Masterclass @ Forest (selected children) 

Thursday 20th March Y3 Wakehurst Place Trip 

Friday 21st March Y4 Cup Football @ Tanbridge 

Wednesday 26th March 10.00am Y3 Indoor Athletics @ The Bridge 

Thursday 27th March Y5 Greenwich Trip 

Friday 28th March 4.00pm Y3 Cup Football @ Tanbridge 

Friday 4th April Last Day of Term 

Spring Term 2025 

First Day Tuesday 7th January 2025 Last Day Friday 4th April 2025 

Half Term Monday 17th – Friday 21st February INSET Days Monday 6th January 2025 

Summer Term 2025 

First Day Tuesday 22nd April 2025 Last Day Tuesday 22nd July 2025 

Half Term Monday 26th – Friday 30th May INSET Days Friday 27th June 2025 

Term Dates 2024-25 


