
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Thank you for the keen response to our questions around becoming a smartphone-free community and banning smartphones at Kingslea.  
You have, as ever, been thoughtful and considered in your suggestions.  Below, we have outlined how, taking your opinions on board, we 
will move forward together.  

Why smartphones? Why now? (Please see next page for definitions of smartphone, retro phone and trackers.) 

For the last 8 years, we have been consistent with our messages about staying safe online.  To children, we have delivered similar e-safety 
lessons in every year group.  To parents/carers, we have shared the consistent suggestions: conversations and boundaries.  We have also 
shared how you can put in restrictions on apps, websites, devices (including for gaming) and wi-fi. Internetmatters.org is still the best place 
to find the guides to do this.  

Despite this, we are dealing with more online issues each year, and these are becoming more serious.  When we shared just a sample of 
these in the meetings last week (children groomed by adults through messages, children addicted to being online at all hours and exposing 
their parents semi-naked on video calls, children sending extreme sexual language to each other very late at night, children bullying others 
online), one parent asked if all these occurred on smartphones. Our answer was, “Yes.” The other commonality was that parents/carers 
did not know their child’s activities on their smartphones.  

In the  summer, we became aware of the Smartphone-Free Childhood organisation, and met with some local schools already a part of the 
movement. We wanted to see if the appetite was there for something like this at Kingslea; your responses in the meetings and to the 
survey show that an overwhelming majority of you are not only in favour of it, but would welcome it.  We also said in the meetings that 
our current ‘no see, no hear’ policy for bringing any phone into school could open us up to a potential safeguarding scenario: a child could 
easily take their smartphone out of their bag at break time and show any other child anything. We would be none the wiser.  Since last 
week’s meetings, we have discovered that this has happened on at least one occasion.   

Last year, we took a strong stance, banning Whatsapp group chats for Y6. Y6 parents thanked us for taking the decision away from them, 
and preventing the negotiations between children and themselves.  Many of you said that becoming a smartphone-free community and 
banning smartphones would similarly give you more power to say ‘no’ to your child.  Therefore, we have taken the decision to ban 
smartphones in school for Kingslea children.  

How will we move to become a smartphone-free community?  

It would appear there is a quiet majority of adults in the Kingslea community who are desperate for us to be smartphone-free.  There are 
many facets to this, and we will launch this with children soon.  We will lead regular workshops to explore the benefits of waiting to have a 
smartphone for you to attend with your child. The first two will be 5-6pm on Tuesday 27th January 2026 (Y5/6) and Tuesday 6th June 2026 
(Y4/5). We will use assemblies, curriculum time, our policies and verbal/written communication with stakeholders to share this message.  
One repeated consideration from parents was adults role-modelling good smartphone use on the school site—more to follow on this!  We 
were delighted today to find that only 12 children in Y5/6 had smartphones in school, and a handful of children already bring retro 
phones. 

How will we ban smartphones at Kingslea?  

• From Monday 29th September, smartphones will be banned at Kingslea.  This includes smartwatches and similar items. 

• From Monday 29th September to Friday 19th December, we will have a cooling off period where smartphones can be handed 
into the school office for safe keeping during the school day.   

• From Tuesday  6th January, children can only bring retro phones to Kingslea. 

What about tracking devices / trackers?  

We have previously said trackers (e.g. AirTag, Karri) shouldn’t come into Kingslea, and reiterated this message at last week’s meetings. 
However, much of the feedback we’ve received from you is that while you overwhelmingly support a smartphone free community, 
trackers give you peace of mind when your child is walking to and from school.  Our view is that there is an element of risk with trackers 
(listening in, no awareness of who is tracking etc.), but this is far lower than the risk of exposure to harmful content on smartphones.  
Therefore, we will allow trackers to come into school and be kept in children’s backpacks during the school day; they must be handed to 
the school office for school trips/residentials.  

What about other online devices? 

We are not suggesting disposing of all online technology in the home; children need a gradual increase in their responsibility online.  
Likewise, we are not suggesting that smartphones are the only way children can be harmed online.  All devices with online access carry 
risks for children, and our message remains steadfast: communicate with your child(ren) about what they are doing online, and set clear 
rules/boundaries as a family for online use only in communal areas of the home.  Smartphones are particularly dangerous for children as 
they allow online access anywhere through 4g/5g internet.  Children have shown us time and again they are not mature enough for this.  

Please complete our phones and trackers form to tell us if your child will be: 

• Continuing to have a smartphone in school for the rest of this term. 

• Having a retro phone in school. 

• Having any kind of tracking device in school. 

Thank you again for your contributions to this project. We would very much like this to make a positive difference to the whole Kingslea 
community and we hope it will substantially reduce the number of online incidents that impact Kingslea pupils. However, please continue 
to share any concerns you have about incidents or behaviour involving phones or other devices.   

Best wishes,  

Alexis Conway, Jo Payne and the Kingslea team. 

F r i d ay  1 9 t h  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5  

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TR9pdvuByE2P1l7LZ6UH0gBvv1lqqVVGsESbdt6_As1UNTBCRUpFMEdaRU84S1ZXUkQ0SjI4SkhVUi4u


 

 

 

 

 

What is a smartphone? What is a retro phone? What is a tracker?  

Smartphone—We consider a smartphone to be a device capable of performing many of the functions of a computer, 
typically having a touchscreen interface, internet access, and an operating system capable of running downloaded apps.  

Retro phone—We consider a retro phone to be a device which can call or voice memo and text, which has no online 
apps.   

Tracker—We consider trackers to be any device which tracks location which is not considered to be a phone. The 
trackers must not record sound or video.  

 

Suggested retro phones: Many Nokias including 105, 110, 225, 235, 3210, Doro 2800, Doro Leva L20, Doro Leva E22, 
Doro 1380 and the Karri, which is like a pager/walkie talkie with tracking facility.  

Table Tennis 
As well as running a number of table tennis clubs, we 

have five outdoor tables in the KS2 playground. Children 

use these at breaktimes and at lunchtimes. Whilst we 

provide bats and balls, children are allowed to bring in 

their own bats (which many of them do). Please put 

your child's initials on the bat.  

House Captains 

Congratulations to our eight new House Captains who have 

been chosen by their Y6 peers to represent Unicorns, Dragons, 

Griffins and Phoenix.  

 Dragons        Griffins        Phoenix         Unicorns  
   Millie           Reuben         Molly              Audrey 
 Phoebe           Zayd             Ted                 Evelyn                                         
 

Our House Captains perform a number of roles including representing the school at events such as Parents’ 
Evening and the Remembrance Day Service at the Carfax.  They are role models for other children and 
perform practical roles such as counting the House Points each week and helping tidy away after assembly.  

Reception 2026 Parent Tours  

We have published our list of dates for parent tours for Reception 2026, which filled quicker than tickets for 

Oasis! We’ve now added more tour dates to support demand. If you have a child starting school in September 

2026, please can you click on the link here so we have an idea of how many non-sibling places will be 

Wi-Fi 2g/3g/4g Online Apps Calls / texts Tracks location Device type At Kingslea 

    or Smartphone Permitted on site for this term. Handed 

to school office by 8:40am and 

collected after school before 4:30pm. 

Complete phones & trackers form. 

    or Retro phone Permitted on site, kept in school bag. 

Only handed to the school office on 

school trip or residential days. 
 or    Tracker 

https://www.doro.com/en-gb/shop/mobile-devices/easy-phones/doro-2800-4d256963/
https://www.doro.com/en-gb/shop/mobile-devices/easy-phones/doro-leva-l20-96602688/
https://www.doro.com/en-gb/shop/mobile-devices/easy-phones/doro-leva-e22-d71c7727/
https://www.doro.com/en-gb/shop/mobile-devices/easy-phones/doro-1380-bb85e067/
https://karri.io/
https://forms.office.com/e/5nhtgYhAau
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TR9pdvuByE2P1l7LZ6UH0gBvv1lqqVVGsESbdt6_As1UNTBCRUpFMEdaRU84S1ZXUkQ0SjI4SkhVUi4u


 

 

Notes from the School Office 

CLUB ATTENDANCE 

• If for any reason your child will not be attending their club after school, please notify the School 

Office in advance.  If a child is missing from a club without prior notification we will contact parents 

to check their safety and whereabouts. 

LOST PROPERTY 

• We have only been back at school for two and a half weeks and already we have accumulated a 

mountain of UNNAMED lost property. PLEASE, PLEASE put your child’s name on everything 

including snack pots, water bottles and lunchboxes 

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about a child, be it in school or out 

of school, you are able to report your concerns to one of 

our Designated Safeguarding Leads. These are Mrs Barrett, 

Mrs Howard and Mrs Payne.  You can either approach us 

directly or ask to speak to us via the office. Whilst 

something might seem quite minor to you, it could be one 

piece of information that is part of a bigger picture.           

Allergies 

We have many children at Kingslea who have food allergies; most of our parents are aware that we are a nut and 
sesame-free school to ensure the health & safety of all our pupils. 
This includes the following foods that should not be included within your child’s packed lunch or snack: 

• Peanuts 
• Any type of tree nut e.g. walnuts, almonds, pecans, hazelnuts, cashews, pistachios, brazil nuts, 

macadamia nuts 
• Nutella or similar chocolate hazelnut spread 
• Bread topped with sesame seeds 
• Houmous (contains sesame) 
• Pesto (contains pine nuts) 

Year 5 Blackland Farm Activity Day and Year 6 WW2 Day  



 

 

Staffing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 
Wednesday 24th September 2.00pm  Y5 Science Masterclass @ Forest (selected children) 

Friday 26th September 2.00pm Reception Parents Meeting           4.00pm Y5&6 Football @ Tanbridge 

Wednesday 1st October Y2 Rainbow Theatre Workshop 

Friday 3rd October 4.00pm Y3&4 Football @ Tanbridge 

Monday 6th October 12.30pm KS1 Conker Competition 

Tuesday 7th October Individual & Sibling Group Photos             12.45pm KS2 Conker Competition 

Thursday 9th October Y1 African Drumming                                   Y3 to Mr Simms Sweet Shoppe 

Friday 10th October Y4 Maidstone Museum Trip                        4.00pm Y5&6 Football @ Tanbridge 

Monday 13th October Y3 Mayan Day 

Wednesday 15th October 
Flu Vaccinations (All year groups)              1.30pm Governors Curriculum mtg 

2.00pm Masterclass @ Forest (selected children) 

Thursday 16th October 7.00pm KLASS Pottery Evening 

Friday 17th October Y3&4 Football @Tanbridge 

Monday 20th October 3.40pm-7.00pm Parents’ Evening & Book Fair 

Wednesday 22nd October  3.40pm-7.00pm Parents’ Evening & Book Fair 

Thursday 23rd October Core 4 Day 

Friday 24th October INSET DAY          HOLIDAY CLUB : 8.45am-4.00pm 
HALF TERM : MONDAY 28TH OCTOBER—FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2025 

Holiday Club: Tuesday 29th & Wednesday 30th October 

Tuesday 4th November  1.00pm Governors Afternoon 

Thursday 6th November Y5 Greek Workshop                                      5.00pm Fireworks Night 

Friday 7th November Y2 Victorian Workshop                                4.00pm Y5&6 Girls Football @Tanbridge 

Wednesday 12th November 2.15pm YR Stay & Play 

Thursday 13th November 2.15pm YR Stay & Play 

Friday 14th November 2.15pm YR Stay & Play                                4.00pm Y5&6 Hockey League @ Tanbridge 

Friday 21st November 9.15am Governors Resources mtg           4.00pm Y5&6 Girls Football @ Tanbridge 

Tuesday 25th November Y6 WWII Day 

Wednesday 26th November 2.00pm Masterclass @ Forest (selected children) 

Friday 28th November 4.00pm Y5&6 Hockey League @ Tanbridge 

Friday 5th December Christmas Making Afternoon                     4.00pm Y5&6 Girls Football @ Tanbridge 

Wednesday 10th December 2.00pm Masterclass @ Forest (selected children) 

Friday 12th December 9.30am Y2 Christmas Performance           3.30pm KLASS Festive Fun 

Tuesday 18th November 12.15pm Y3&4 Badminton Festival @ Collyers (selected children) 

Monday 15th December 2.15pm Y1 Christmas Performance 

Tuesday 16th December 9.30am YR Christmas Performance                2.00pm Y2 Christmas Performance 

Wednesday 17th December 
Christmas Dress Up Day                                   9.30am Y1 Christmas Performance 

Christmas Lunch                                                 2.15pm YR Christmas Performance 

Friday 19th December Last Day of Term 

Autumn Term 2025 

First Day Wednesday 3rd September 2025 Last Day Friday 19th December 2025 

Half Term Monday 27th – Friday 31st October INSET Days Friday 24th October 2025 

Spring Term 2026 

First Day Monday 5th January 2026 Last Day Friday 27th March 2026 

Half Term Monday 16th – Friday 20th February INSET Days   

Summer Term 2026 

First Day Monday 13th April 2026 Last Day Friday 17th July 2026 

Half Term Monday 25th May-Friday 29th May INSET Days 
 

Friday 26th June 2026 
Monday 20th July 2026 
Tuesday 21st July 2026 
Wednesday 22nd July 2026 


