
The American Civil War and the end of 
Slavery 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUXc-
rall80 

• Watch the above video to get an overview of 
what happened in the American Civil War. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUXc-rall80
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What happened next? 

• A lot of the Confederate Southern States found it 
difficult to accept defeat and sought ways to 
continue the control of black communities.  

• Segregation became a way of life and for the 
black people that remained in these states life 
was hard. 

• They were often controlled by laws that were 
enforced by corrupt white police forces or public 
lynchings.  



What was Jim Crow? 

• “Jim Crow” is the name given to anti-Black 
laws in place in America in effect between 
1877-1960’s. These went beyond just rules. 
They were a way of life in much of the South. 
Here are some examples. 



Jim Crow Laws 

• A Black male could not shake hands with a White male 
because it implied being equal.  

• Blacks and Whites were not supposed to eat together. If 
they did, Whites were to be served first and some sort of 
partition was placed between them.  

• Blacks were not allowed to show public affection for each 
other. No kissing, hugging, or hand holding even if they 
were married, because it may offend Whites.  

• Titles of respect such as Mr. Mrs. Ms. Sir, or Ma’am were 
not to be used for Blacks. Blacks were called by their first 
names. A Black person could not use a White person’s first 
name.  

• Black persons must sit in the back of a car or bus. 



Jim Crow Laws 

Blacks must:  

• Never assert or imply that a White person is lying  

• Never claim or demonstrate superior knowledge 
or intelligence  

• Never curse a White person  

• Never laugh at a White person  

• Never comment on the appearance of a White 
female. Avoid physical contact. 



Jim Crow Laws 

• “ No colored barber shall serve as barber to White women.”  
• There must be separate waiting rooms for Whites and 

Blacks in public businesses.  
• Schools for White and Negro children must be separate.  
• There must be a separate area for colored people wishing 

to use a public library.  
• In Alabama it was illegal for Blacks and Whites to play 

checkers together.  
• Hospitals and prisons must also have separate facilities for 

Blacks and Whites.  
• Blacks cannot drink from fountains designated for Whites. 



Jim Crow Laws 

• Anyone who violated these laws risked their 
homes, jobs, and even their lives. Between the 
year 1882 and 1968, there were 4,730 known 
lynchings (public murder carried out by mobs.) 
Most lynching victims were hung or shot, but 
others were burned at the stake or beaten to 
death. There was no punishment for harming 
a Black person who was accused of violating a 
Jim Crow law. 





Green Lake 

• The town of Green Lake is a typical example of 
a poor rural community of Texas in the late 
1800s.  

• Controlled by white people, governed by 
white police, with an isolated and segregated 
black character. 

 


