
Migration & Exploration Key Vocabulary 

Image Word Definition 
 
 

 
Antarctica 

 

The Earth’s southernmost 
continent. Covered in ice and 
home to penguins. 

  
archipelago 

A cluster of small islands in a 
sea or ocean. 

 
 

 
Arctic 

A polar region located in the 
North of Earth. Home to polar 
bears and the North Pole.  

 
 

migration Movement from one land or 
home to another. 

  
Atlantic Ocean 

The second largest ocean in the 
world. Covers 20% of Earth’s 
surface.  

 
 
 
 

 
cartographer 

The creator and drawer of 
maps and charts.  

 
 
 
 

 
colonisation 

The process of foreign people 
settling or taking control of a 
new area.  

 
 

 
compass 

A device by which people can 
find North, South, East and 
West. 

  
crew 

 

An organised  group of people 
who work together on a ship, 
airplane or spacecraft. 
 

  
culture 

 
 

The shared values, traditions 
and outlook of a community.  

 
 

 
empire 

A group of states or countries 
ruled over by a single monarch 
or a sovereign state 

 
 
 

 
equator 

An imaginary line that divides 
the planet into North and South 
hemisphere. It lays around the 
centre of the Earth.  

 

 
expedition 

 

A journey or mission 
undertaken by a group of 
people with a particular 
purpose, especially that of 
exploration or research. 



  
explore 

Setting out to discover or 
encounter something new and 
interesting in unfamiliar places.  

 
 
 

 
foreign 

A place or people that come 
from a different part of the 
world to you.  

  
terrain 

 
 

A stretch of land with specific 
physical features e.g. 
mountainous, woodland, sea, 
swamp, desert 

 
 
 
 

 
globe 

A spherical 3D map of the 
world. 

  
hemisphere 

The Northern and Southern 
hemispheres divide the world 
in half.  

  
indigenous 

The people, plants and animals 
that have been naturally found 
in a certain place for an 
extended period of time.  

 

 
circumnavigate 

 

Sail, fly or travel by any means 
all the way around  the world 

   
navigator 

A person that directs, leads and 
advises others on routes and 
locations.  

 
 

 
Pacific Ocean 

The largest ocean in the world.  

 
 

 
polar 

The areas of land around the 
North and South Pole.  

 
 

 
slavery 

Being enslaved, held, or owned 
as human property by another 
human 
 

 

 
perilous 

 

A situation full of danger or 
risk. 

 


