
Captain Blackbeard 
 

Pirates often capture the imagination.  None have been as popular 

as Captain Blackbeard.  He was just as famous when he was alive.  

Many peopled feared him.  He has been made even more famous 

through films and books.  But was he as terrifying as we are led to 

believe?  
 

Blackbeard’s real name was Edward Teach.  He was born in 1680 

and died in 1718.  He wasn’t a pirate for most of his life.  He was 

probably a privateer for most of his life.  A privateer owned their 

own ship.  They would be paid by governments to fight for them in 

wars.  It is most likely he became a pirate once the war was over.  
 

Another feared pirate at the time was Captain Benjamin Hornigold.  

Blackbeard joined Hornigold’s pirate crew in 1716.  He was immediately put in charge of his own 

ship.  Hornigold retired from piracy in 1717.  It was then that Blackbeard became captain of his 

own crew.  
 

There are a few descriptions of Blackbeard’s appearance from the time.  He had a long black 

beard.  He sometimes decorated it with colourful ribbons.  He was tall with broad shoulders.  

People who saw him said that he wore knee-length boots and dark clothing.  
 

Blackbeard definitely knew how to scare people. He would tie candles and fuses from canons into 

his beard and set them on fire.  This would create lots of smoke for him to walk through.  One 

person who saw him said that he couldn’t imagine anything scarier.  None of Blackbeard’s ships 

had a Jolly Roger flag.  Blackbeard’s flags had a horned skeleton stabbing a heart with a spear.  

Much scarier!  
 

Blackbeard was definitely a dangerous man.  Pirates often used fake names so we may never 

know just how successful he really was.  Aye aye captain!  (Pirates never actually said this!) 
 
 

1. Reporter 

(Retrieval)  

 

What was Blackbeard’s real name? 

 
 

2. When was Blackbeard put in charge of his first ship? 

 
 

3. Who did Blackbeard join in 1716? 

 
 

4. What did Blackbeard’s flag look like? 

 
 

5. Why might we not know how successful Blackbeard was? 

 
 

 



 

6. Detective 

(Inference) 
Why do you think Blackbeard tied ribbons in his beard? 

 
 

7. Translator 

(Vocabulary) 
Which word tells you that people were scared of Blackbeard? 

 

 

8. Translator 

(Vocabulary) 
Find a word that tells you Hornigold gave up being a pirate. 

 

 

9. Detective 

(Inference) 
Why would people have been scared seeing Blackbeard walk through smoke? 

 

 

10. Editor 

(Summarise) 
What happened after Hornigold retired? 

 

 
 

 

Spelling Tricky Words 1 
 

Learn 
Some words can be more difficult to learn to spell than others. 

It is important to practise reading and spelling these tricky words so you get them right. 

This lesson will focus on these tricky words: 

one, love, your, once, be 

 

If you have access to a computer, watch this Teacher Talk to practise some of these tricky 

words with Mr McPartlin. 

 

Activity 1 
Do you know the difference between ‘one’ and ‘once’? 

 

One is a number. We use it to count objects. 

For example: I have one pencil. 

 

Once means ‘one time’. We use it to describe how many times an event has or will happen. 

For example: I’ve been swimming once. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7s9g7h


Write a sentence of your own using the word ‘one’ and another sentence using the word ‘once’. 

Pay close attention to your spelling! 

 

Sentence 1: 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 
Sentence 2: 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 
Activity 2 
If you have access to a computer, complete Activity 2 which is a mini quiz.   

I scored: ____ / 5 

If you don’t have access to a computer, skip on to Activity 3. 

 

 

Activity 3 
Read the sentences below then choose the correct spelling of the tricky word.  Cross out the 

incorrect spelling. 

1. He will (luv / love) that teddy bear. 

2. I only need (one / wone) banana. 

3. I’ve already called you (wonce / once) today! 

4. She will (bee / be) here soon. 

5. I think (your / ure) bag is here. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7s9g7h

