
The Troy Ploy 
 

 

Yesterday, the brave Greek army finally 

gained entry into Troy in a daring act of 

subterfuge.  An end to the war finally 

appears to be in sight after 10 years of 

endless fighting.  A full-scale battle is 

currently being waged inside the walls of 

Troy, but our sources tell us that the Greek 

soldiers are on top.   

 

Finding a way to breach the gates of Troy 

has been an aim for the Greek army for a 

long time.  Unfortunately, the cowardly 

soldiers of Troy have hidden away behind 

their walls.   

 

The leader of the Greek army is the mighty 

Agamemnon.  He said last week, “Something 

needs to be done soon.  Their scoundrel of a 

prince kidnapped my brother’s wife, Helen.  

We’ve had to fight for nearly a decade to 

get her back.  I want the people of Greece 

to know we have a cunning plan that I think 

will end this once and for all.”  

 

Keeping this plan a secret was a top priority 

for Agamemnon and his allies.  There were 

concerns when the army retreated from 

Troy and sailed to Tenedos.  Ultimately, this 

was all part of the scheme.   

 

Once the citizens of Troy were convinced 

that the Greeks had retreated, a courageous 

Greek named Sinon delivered a giant wooden 

horse.  The horse had been carved by the 

esteemed carpenter Epeius and was 

presented as a gift honouring Athena. 

 

The horse was wheeled into the city just 

before dusk. It wasn’t until later that the  

 
The gift that was given to honour Athena. 

 

real plan revealed itself.  A dozen Greek 

soldiers had been carefully hidden inside the 

horse’s belly ready to escape.  

 

While all this had been taking place, the 

Greek army had surreptitiously returned to 

Troy.  The hidden soldiers then unlocked the 

city gates from the inside.  The Greek army 

had finally gained entry into Troy.  

 

Our reporters managed to catch up with 

some of the fleeing Trojans.  One said that 

he was sorry for the trouble they’d caused.  

He added that the plan had been rather 

good.  However, he’d have preferred not to 

be woken up in the middle of the night by a 

raging horde.  

 

Helen was rescued just after midnight and 

returned safely to her husband.  The happy 

couple has said that they will issue a 

statement at a later date.   

 

We have reached out to the King of Troy for 

comment, but so far he hasn’t responded.  

There are rumours that this is because he is 

dead.  We will bring you news of any changes 

as soon as we get it.  
 

By War Correspondent Ares 



 

1. Detective 

(Inference) 

How does the reporter feel about the Greek army? How do you know this? 

 
 

2. How does the reporter feel about the Trojan army? How do you know this? 

 
 

3. Why were there concerns when the army retreated to Tenedos? 

 
 

4. Why was Sinon “courageous”? 

 
 

5. When the fleeing Trojan was interviewed, he said he was sorry for the 

trouble the caused. What did he mean? 

 

 
 

 

 

6. Translator 

(Vocabulary) 
What does the word “surreptitiously” tell you about how the Greeks returned? 

 

 

 

 

7. Editor 

(Summarise) 

 

What happened after the horse had been wheeled into the town? 

 

 

 

 

8. Translator 

(Vocabulary) 
Write a definition for “subterfuge”. 

 

 

 

 

9. Reporter 

(Retrieval) 

 

What relation was Helen to Agamemnon? 

 

 

10. Reporter 

(Retrieval) 

 

What was Epeius’s job? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Practising and applying knowledge of Homonyms 
 

Homonyms are words which have the same spelling but have multiple meanings.   

 

Option 1 - If you have access to a computer, then complete the activities set on the Oak 

Academy video.  

Option 2 - If you don’t have access to a computer, give yourself some time to revise the spellings 

given to you from day 2.  Then ask an adult to test you. 

 

Which ever option you choose, complete your spelling test below: 

 

1. ________ 

2. ________ 

3. ________ 

4. ________ 

5. ________ 

6. ________ 

7. ________ 

8. ________ 

9. ________ 

10. ________ 
 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-investigate-homonyms-6gup4e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-investigate-homonyms-6gup4e

